[Direct thrombin inhibitors: pharmacology and application in cardiovascular anesthesia].
The options for drug-controlled anticoagulation are becoming noticeably more manifold. In the area of anaesthesiology and intensive care, there are furthermore special disease patterns, such as heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT) to be known, diagnosed and treated. This article gives a review of the substance groups of the direct thrombin inhibitors (DTI) as alternative anticoagulants for HIT in combination with cardiovascular diseases. For the administration of DTIs, experience and the correct dose are the keys to success and are the deciding factors for the two sides of haemostasis: thrombosis and haemorrhage.